
DICKEY-SARGENT JOINT WATER RESOURCE DISTRICT

REGARD,NGpuB,,r..o,fr ff 
o*"r'fr 

i3T,,t*1"*?!lf .tATRBGULAT{MBETTNCS

WHEREAS, the Dickey-Sargent Joint Water Resource District (the "District") is a.joint
water resource district and political subdivision organized under Nortlr Dal<ota law, inclLrcling
Chapters 61-16 and 6l-16.1 of the North Dal<ota Cerrtury Cocle, ancl specifically inclucling
N.D. Cent. Code g 6l- I 6.1- l I .

WHEREAS, as a North Dakota political subdivision, the District is sub.jcct ro
North Dal<ota's open nreetitrgs requirements under Chapter 44-04 of the North Dal<ota CenlLrry
Code.

WHEREAS, dttring the 2025 Legislative Session. the Nortlr Dal<ota LegislatLrre approvccl
SB 2180, a bill that inclLrdes a new pLrblic rreeting requirenrent in Clrapter 44-04 lirr citic-s.
counties, townships, school districts, parl< districts, and water resource cJistricts
(the "Public Entities").

WHEREAS, under SB 2180, at every regularly schedLrled nreeting. the PLrblic trntitics
must include an oppofiunity for mernbers of tlre pLrblic to provide corrntenti.

WHEREAS, SB 2180 directs the Public Entities to implernent policics that irrclLrclc rLrles
fbr public colttmeltts, irrcluding time lirnits 1'or public speal<ers, total meeting tirne limitations ftrr
public cornment, rules regarding permissible topics, and rules of decorurr.

WHEREAS, as a water resource district. the District rnust corlply with S[] 2180 anc'l
approves this RLsrll.tl't'loN otr Pot.tcv irr compliance with the public colt.lnteltt policy
requirements under SB 2180.

NOW THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED that this Rlsol.u l toN or) Por.rcy reprcscnls rhc
District's official policy regarding public conirxents at regular boarcl mectipgs as mapijatccJ unclcr.
sB 2r80.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the District's policy uncler this Rr,sor.rilroN ol,
Pot.tcy ensures the public's right to speal< at a regular nreeting and ensures the pLrblic con']prcpl
process is orderly, efficient, and respectful.

BE IT FURl-HER RESOLVED that the District approves the following policy rcgarcline
public cornments at the District's nreetings. under SB 2180:

I. The District will include a public comurent agenda itcrn as thc last agencla itcnr at all
regular nreetings of the District.

a. "Regular" tneetings include the District's regularly schedLrlecl rnonthly nrectirrgs.
as approved by the District and filed with the Dicl<ey County ALrclitor ancj rhc
Sargent County Auditor, all as reqLrired under N.D. Cent. Code cs 44-04-20(3).
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2. Each person interested in providing public con'uneuts at a rreeting rrr-rst subrrit a spcalicr
card, in person or via email. to the District's Secretary prior to the nreeting being called to
order that includes:

a. the person's name;
b. the person's address; and
c. an agenda itern fl'orn the current nreeting agenda or the previous nleeting agencla

tliat the person seeks to address.

If a speakercard does not include all three iterrs above, the person is disclLraliliecl and thc
person may not speak at the meeting.

4. The District will aflord eaclr person three minutes to provicle conlrrents.'l'he District r,r,ill
rlotify each speal<er when the three minutes have expired and the speal<er will prornlttly
conclude.
To ensure orderly and eIl'icient nreetings, tlie District will limit the public con.llt-rcnt
agenda item to a total of thirty rt.rir.rutes, regardless ol'how ntany people have submiltccl
speaker cards.
The District will call on each person who has properly sLrbmitted a conrplctecl spcalicr
card to present public cornrrents, in the order of submission.
All comnrents rnust:

a. address the agenda itern identified on tlle speaker card, fl'om the currcnt mccting
agenda or the previor"rs rreeting agenda; arrd

b. be pertinent to the District.
Comments may not:

a. be del'arnatory, abusive, harassirrg, or unlawfirl;
b' inclLrde infonnatiott that is exempt or confrdential under North [)al<otit open

records or open meetings law; or
c. interfere with the orderly conduct of the District's rleeting.

Speakers may not yield their allotted time to another person.
Anyone unable or unwilling to speal< in-person rnay subrrit written conmrepts to tlrc
District's Secretary prior to the tleetingl the written corllnrents rrr.rst includc thc pcrsop's
name and address and must be pertinent to an agenda iterl fi'orl the current ureelinu
agenda or the previous meeting agerrda. ll a person subrrits written corntrepts to thc
District's Secretary at Ieast twenty-foLrr hours prior to the District's ntcctirrg. thc
Secretary will circLrlate and distribLrte the corrrnents to the District's Boarcl of Manascrs
priorto the meeting. If a person submits written cornnterrts to the District's Sccretary less
tlian twenty-four hours prior to a meeting, the Secretary will circulate ancl ilistributc thc
comments to the District's Board of Managers after the nreeting.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Rr-.sctt.t.r'uoN or-' Pr)r.rcy supcrsecles any of tlrc
District's previot"ts policies or practices regarding public corrrrrerrts at the District's nrectings.
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Date Approved: July 17,2025

ATTEST:

DICKEY-SARC ENT .IOINT WA'l'l'iR
RESOURCE DISTRIC'f

Wendy Wil
Secretary-Treasurer


