
SARGENT COUNTY WATER RESOURCE DISTII.ICT
RESOLUTION OF POLICY

REGARDING PUBLIC COMMENT REQUIREMENTS AT REGULAR MBETIN(;S

WHEREAS, the Sargerrt County Water Resource District (the "District") is a
North Dakota water resource district and political subdivisiorr under Chapters 6l-16 ancJ 6l-16.1
of the North Dakota Century Code.

WHEREAS, as a North Dakota political subdivision, the District is sLrb.iect to
North Dakota's open nteetitrgs requirerrrents under Chapter 44-04 of tlre North [)al<ota C"nt,,,.1,
Code.

WHEREAS, during the 2025 Legislative Session, tlre North Dakota l,cgislatLrrc a;rlrrovccl
SB 2180, a bill that inclLrdes a new public nreeting requirerlent in Chaptci 44-04 kir citics.
counties, townships, school districts, parl< districts, ancl watcr rcsoLrrce clistricts
(the "Publ ic Entities").

WHEREAS, under SB 2180, at every regularly scheduled meeting, thc I,ublic [:.nritics
Inust include an opportLrnity fbr members of the public to provide conrmenti.

WHEREAS, SB 2180 directs the PLrblic Entities to implemerrt policies that inclLrclc rules
for public comlnents, including tirne limits for public speahers. total meetirrg tinre li6itations lur
public comrrent, rules regarding permissible topics, and rules olclecorunr.

WHEREAS, as a water resource district, the District rrr-rst cornply with SB 2 ltJO ancl
approves this RL:sol.ut'loN ot-'Pol.lcv in compliance with the pLrblic cornrnerrt policy
requirements under SB 2l80.

NOW THEREFORE, BE I'I RESOLVED that this l{nsot.r;'t'roN ot, Pot.rcy leprescnts thc

Pist]'ict s ofTlcial policy regarding public corrrnents at regular boarcl rrectings as nranclatecl urrclcr
sB2l80.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the District's policy uncler this Rr,sor.riloN orl
Pot.tcv ensLlres the pr'rblic's right to speak at a regular rreeting ancl cnsurcs thc pLrblic cosrprcpl
process is orderly, efficient, and respectful.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the District approves the following policy rcgar.cline
public comments at the District's meetings. under SB 2180:

l. The District will include a pLrblic cotrrnent agencla item as the flrst norr-pr.occclur.al
agenda itern at all regular meetings of the District.

a. "Regular" rneetings include the District's regularly schecluled rlontlrly rrrcctir.rgs.
as approved by the District and filed with the Sargent County Auclitor, all as
required under N.D. Cent. Code $ 44-04-20(3).
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2. Each person interested in providing pLrblic con'lments at a meeting nrust subrrit a spcal<cr
card, in person or via email. to the District's Secretary prior to the rneeting being callccl [o
order that includes:

a. the person's name;
b. the persorr's address; and
c' an agenda item fi'om the current meeting agenda or the previoLrs nteeting agencla

that the person seeks to address.

If a speaker card does not include all threc iterns above, the person is disqualified ancl the
person rnay not speak at the rneetirrg.

4. The District will afford each person tlrree minutes to provide colllnrerlts. l'hc l)istrict n,ill
notify each speal<er when the three rrinutes have expired ancl the speal<er will prornptly
conclude.
To ensure orderly and efllcient meetings, the District will linrit thc public corlmrent
agenda item to a total of thirty rninutes, regardless ol'lrow n'tany people have sLrbllittecl
speaker cards.
The District will call on each person who lras properly sLrbnritted a corrplctccl slrcahcr.
card to present public courrrents, in the order of submission.
All comrnents lxust:

a. address the agenda itern identified on the speaker card, fi'out the currcnt ntccting
agenda or the previor-rs rneeting agenda; and

b. be pertinent to the District.
Comments rnay not:

a. be defamatory, abLrsive, Irarassing, or LrnlawfLrl;
b. include information that is exempt or confldential urrder North Dakota opcn

records or open nT eetings law; or
c. interfere with the orderly conduct of the District's rneeting.

Speakers rray not yield their allotted time to another person.
Anyone unable or unwilling to speal< in-person may submit written conlrncuts to t6c
District's Secretary prior to the meeting: the written coullrents nrust includc the pcrson's
narne and address and mttst be pertinent to an agenda itern 1l'ort tlre current rtrcctinli
agenda or the previous meeting agenda. lf a persorr subrrits written colrntents to thc
District's Secretary at least twenty-fbLrr hours prior to tlre District's uteetius. thc
Secretary will circulate and distribLrte the comrnents to the District's Boarcl of'Managcrs
priorto the rleeting. If a person subrnits written cornrlents to tlte District's Secrciar.y lcss
than twenty-four hours prior to a meeting, the Secretary will circulatc ancl clistributc thc
comments to the District's Board of Managers after the nreeting.

BE IT FTJRTHER RESOL.VED tlrat this Rttsitt.t.r'ttox ot,Por,rcry superseclcs any o['thc
District's previot"ts policies or practices regarding public corrllents at the District's rirectiirqs.
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Date Approved: June 19,2025

ATTEST:

SARCI]NT COUNTY WATIIR
RESOURCE DISTRICT'

Luke Sierr ien iewsl<i. CIrair

Wendy Willprecht
Secretary-Treasurer


